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The Craftsman’s Ring 


This article has been extracted from emails and photographs provided by Sgt Stuart Seki, Sgt 
Tony Beresford, and CWO G.E. Crocker (via Ken Bell). 


Background from the RCEME Quarterly, April 1949 


The Craftsman’s Ring, (“Craftsman” being used in the sense ofa skilled RCEME tradesman 
rather than of a rank) was introduced in April 1949. It was a symbol of craftsmanship worn on 
the little finger ofthe maker’s left hand. The ring was made from a common steel hexagonal nut 
shaped into a narrow band of six stylized laurel leaves. 
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The Craftsman’s Ring 


The Official Manufacturing Steps 


THE GRAFTSMAN'S RING 
(OVERLAPPING LAUREL LEAVES AS IN RCEME BADGE) 


WORN ON THE SMALL FINGER OF THE LEFT Hana, 
MAY ONLY BE WORN BY ITS MAKER AS A SYMBOL OF 
S wis ORAP TOMAN 
THe maTERIAL oF THE RINO 18 A coumon sTeEL 


HEXAGON NUT, THEREBY RECOGNIZING ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT DEVICES OF TECHNICAL PROGRESS. 
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E SF funpaces 20 Twa Te DETAL 


18 CLEAR AND UNMARRED. 
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D S avy ee 


FIT THE RNG BLANK To FINGER 
Size BY USING AILE, EMERY 
{AND cRocus GLOTH £0 THAT 
THE FINISHED INNER SURFACE 
‘OF Ring 1S UNMARRED 


CONTINUOS OUTER SDE CIRCLE 
's ronwen, 





Manufacturing Comments by Sgt Seki 


The photo below shows the steps for creating the ring. I only use three files to do the work - a 
fine single cut, Jeweller’s triangle and a Jeweller’s ellipse. (BTW, I have done FOUR of these 
rings (they are all of craftsmanship grade as one of them is at ASU Toronto) so I'd like to think 
know what I am doing, and I am very reluctant to do a fifth for my board due to reasons of 
insanity!!!) 
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The Craftsman’s Ring 





THE EME RING 


Sed ae ee ELA 





Step 1. This is just the nut. 


Step 2. The nut is drilled out with one side already filed flat. The 7/32 mark is scribed and the 
hacksaw mark has been lightly cut all around. Continue this process of cutting a bit, then 
transferring to another side and cut again (this is paramount to save you time and effort as you 
can cut close to the scribe mark without going past it). 


Step 3. The nut is filed flat on both sides and now fits my finger. 


Step 4. The material has been removed to start giving the ring some definition. The big thing 
here is that you measure the ring from the inside to the highest point on the ring. Divide that 
number by 2, and scribe that measurement around the ring. Also, scribe a line from each point to 
the (centre) of the ring. Do that on both sides of the ring. You now have scribed “guidelines” on 
your ring. On the circle you have scribed, do not file/cut past those lines. The three lines you 
have scribed from the points are now references that you can use to draw diagonal lines from the 
apex of the circle scribe and “point” scribe to the top of each point to remove the material 
needed. The scribed lines will come in handy for the rest of the steps. 


Step 5. Measure the ring width and find the middle. Scribe it and follow the instructions. Start 
contouring/ blending the leaves into each other, ensuring that you DO NOT go past the scribed 
lines. The image I sent you shows this, but is difficult to see. You can use a triangular file to 
create this effect by undercutting into the leaf behind it. 


Step 6. You can now “attack” the points of the ring. The best way to do this is to think of each 
laurel leaf as an ar whose centre is not concentric with the ring. If anything the centre is going 
to be raised and forward of the rings centre. 


Step 7. The veining was first scribed in and then carefully etched in with a convex or ellipse 
jewellers file. Don't be discouraged if the file runs off track once or twice! Just get it deep 
enough so that once you buff/polish all the scratches out, the veining will still be there. My 
example once buffed was nickel-plated for $20.00. If you don't plate it (and after a while even if 
you do), you will pit the inside of the ring and create a red ring around your pinky. 
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